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those calamities which decency to wretched relations used
in compassion to suppress, I mean self-murder in particular.
jy;r> _ V was detailed at length; and to-day that of Lord
_ s. The pretence is, in terrorem, like the absurd stake
and highway of our ancestors ; as if there were a precau-
tionary potion for madness, or the stigma of a newspaper
were more dreadful than death. Daily journalists, to be
sure, are most respectable magistrates ! Yes, much like the
cobblers that Cromwell made peers.

I do lament your not going to Mr. Conway's play : both
the author and actors deserve such an auditor as you, and
you deserved to hear them. However, I do not pity good
people who out of virtue lose or miss any pleasures. Those
pastimes fleet as fast as those of the wicked ; but, when
gone, you saints can sit down and feast on your self-denial,
and drink bumpers of satisfaction to the health of your own
merit. So truly I don't pity you.

You say you hear no news, yet you quote Mr. Topham 4 ;
therefore why should I tell you that the King is going to
Cheltenham? or that the Baccelli lately danced at the
Opera at Paris with a blue bandeau on her forehead, in-
scribed, Honi soit gui mal y pense ? Now who can doubt
but she is as pure as the Countess of Salisbury5? Was
not it ingenious? and was not the Ambassador6 so to
allow it? No doubt he took it for a compliment to his
own knee.

Well, would we committed nothing but follies I   What

2 Probably George Hesse, a boon        5 Joan   Plantagenet,    c the

companion of the Prince of Wales,     Maid of Kent,' Countess of Salisbury,

who shot himself at his house in the     wife of Edward the Black Prince,

Adelphi on June 1, 1788.   (See Gant     and mother of Eichard II.     The

Mag. 1788, pt.lp, 563.)                       Order of the G-arter is sometimes

8 Apparently Lord Saye and Sele,     said to have been founded in her,

who died on July 4, 1788.                    honour after the fall of her garter

* Major Edward Topham (1751-     when dancing.

1820), editor of the daily paper called        6 The Duke of Dorset j the Bacelli

The World.                                         was his mistress.                          of an essay on Stonehenge entitled
